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By Rozalynd of Thornabee on Tees 
Summary/Description:

The Kordi (vest) made of an embroidered cotton fabric and lined with cotton batiste, closed with button and loops.
There are no accounts of women wearing Kordi and there fore can assume that this is a male only garment.

The in above miniature, is a photo of an item in Sotheby’s auction in 2007.  It was listed as being from 16thC from Isfahan (capital of Persian in period).  This is an archer and he has his outer layers removed because he was arrested (and possibly to humiliate the prisoner).
[image: image3.jpg]


There are also glimpses of a short garment, but just slim views of fabric in the moving garments of the miniatures.

There are written accounts by Europeans describing the garments they saw in their travels.  They speak about a “waist coat” worn under the outer coats.

To the left is a photo of a Kordi 17th extant garment that is just outside of period.  It has a fuller skirt and lapels as per the fashion of the time period.
Materials:
For the outer shell, was made of beautiful silk brocades.  I fell in love with red colour and embroidered pattern.  There is an extant 16thC Mughal (India) garment in the Victorian and Albert Museum in England, with a similar pattern of needlework that can be compared to several Persian miniatures.  The red fabric of this Kordi would have been achieved with kermes and the gold thread by using onions or marigold.
I used a cotton/polyester wrap commercial thread for ease, since I was using a sewing machine for the basic construction of the garment.  I did use a matching colour silk thread for the finishing work.
Patterning

When viewing Persian extants, it is important to point out that the bottom hems are always straight, they are never cut on a curve.  

With European piecing techniques experience, I have realized that if you sew a straight edge to a bias edge, you can stabilize the seam, preventing the fabric from stretching out.  I have discovered this allows a flat hemline that does not need to be corrected on the wearer.  

Fitting
The basic pattern consists of a central rectangle and trapezoidal gores.  This is first garment of this type I have attempted.  This fitting is different from the Qaba, since the Kordi is to be snug to the body.  Simply omitting the sleeve does not provide the proper fitting for this garment.

The method of reversing the side gores and sewing bias to a straight-edge was used on this vest.  This pattern was adjusted from the extant pattern at the waist – since the recipient’s waist is larger than the chest.  The best place to modify the pattern is at the width of the central rectangle or the seam width of the side gores.

Finishing
To finish this piece, I used the bag lining technique.  I sew with the right sides of the lining and shell together around the front and neckline, and turned.  I sew the arm hole closed.  I leave the hem open, this allows me to have a chance to adjust the lining to hang flat against the shell – and then I turn the bottom up twice and slip stitch it closed.  There are examples of bag lined from the 14th C through to the 16th C. 

The loops on the Kordi are made from a plied cording that I did myself.  There several extant examples of plying cord on garments, jewelry and bag closures – I do not have photos of these at this time.  There also many examples of plied thread in close-up photos using a “Z” twist.
Conclusion
This is the first garment of this type that I have made, and I am very pleased with my progress.  I am enjoying the fact that I am getting much more familiar with this pattern and with Persian sewing techniques over time.
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